FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Carers,
40 years ago, in 1978, the notion of 3 systems working together on a site was born. Aberfoyle Park Primary
School Campus comprising of 4 schools:- Spence and Heysen – Education Department, Nativity – Catholic
Education and Pilgrim – Uniting Church began educating children from Reception to Year 7 became the
first of its kind in Australian Education and the Foundation Stone was laid in September 1981.
While Aberfoyle Park Primary School Campus has grown and changed over the last 40 years from its
beginning of 360 students, to a peak of 1300 students in the early 1990s, to the current day where we now
only have students from Reception to Year 6 and the Aberfoyle Park Kindergarten onsite with Spence and
Heysen now one school called Thiele. The Aberfoyle Park Primary School Campus was, and still is, a unique
school where children can grow and learn together, sharing resources across schools and work in a
community together.
We hope to see you join in the events that have been organised throughout the year. Our first event is on
Friday where students are being asked to dress up as who they would be when they are 40. Many of the
students have started their discussions, stories and pictures about what they think they will be doing,
where they will be living, what travel, houses and schools will be like when they are 40. We look forward to
sharing these with you sometime soon.
Take care and stay safe.
Kind Regards,
Sharon Willoughby

STAY CONNECTED
with the latest news via the Thiele website, Skoolbag app and Facebook page

THE CAMPUS TURNS 40
The 28th March 2022 marked 40 years since the official opening of the Aberfoyle Park Primary School Campus’
unique venture and the first of its kind in Australian Education. The history of the Campus began in 1978 when 3
men from 3 different education sectors sat down for an information discussion from which a notion of 3
systems working together on one site was born. This idea was then advanced from a concept to a steering
committee and in the middle of 1981 a Campus Conference Management group was established. The Aberfoyle
Park Primary School Campus was born with 4 schools (Spence and Heysen – Education Department, Nativity –
Catholic Education and Pilgrim – Uniting Church) educating children from Reception to Year 7.

The Foundation Stone was laid in September 1981 with the four inaugural Principals, Peter Bartram (Nativity),
Gavin Haslam (Pilgrim), John Scuds (Heysen) and Val Laidlaw (Spence), being appointed at this time to work
and plan together.

By February 1982, and the commencement of the school year, not all buildings were completed and the site was
a hot dust bowl. However, school began with 360 children across 4 schools. Children were able to begin school
in Nativity, Pilgrim and Heysen with Spence students sharing the Heysen and Resource Centre buildings. The
aspect of sharing began before day 1 with staff and parents helping to move furniture into 2 of the schools
(Pilgrim and Heysen) and Pilgrim students using the toilets in Nativity. The courtyard was piles of dirt and there
were only 2 asphalt areas to play on when school started!

By March 28th 1982 however the spirit of sharing and working together became reality with the Official
Opening Day attended by the Moderator of the Uniting Church, the Catholic Bishop of Adelaide and the
Minister of Education. On this day a Time Capsule was buried under the Foundation Stone. The Pilgrim and
Spence Schools were only completed a few days before the official opening.

The spirit of the Campus in the early days was one of camaraderie and a determination to make the project
succeed. This is represented in the logo that highlights the co-operation and understanding while preserving
the unique elements of each sub-school. These distinctive elements should not be viewed in isolation rather as
a blend, a reflection of the educational philosophy of the total Campus. It emulates the spirit of appreciation of
other’s points of view, and the unlimited potential for sharing
human and material resources.

While the Campus has grown and changed over the last 40
years from its beginning of 360 students to a peak of 1300
students in the early 1990s to the current day where we now
only have students from Reception to Year 6 and the Aberfoyle
Park Kindergarten onsite with Spence and Heysen now one
school called Thiele the vision does remain from the founding
days.

The Aberfoyle Park Primary School Campus was and still is an
unusual and unique school where children can grow and learn
together sharing resources across schools and working in a
community together.

FOOTSTEPS DANCE COMPANY
Students enjoyed learning a variety of dances from Footsteps to celebrate and acknowledge Harmony Day
·
Marryuna – Indigenous Inspired dance
·
Love of the Island – Pacific Island inspired dance
·
Azonto – Ghanaian inspired dance
·
Matariki – Maori inspired dance

“Our students responded really well to the Footsteps instructor. I thought she was great. Kids were motivated
and totally into it. Was good to see them all dancing, and it was a lovely way to start the day.” T15
“It was great the kids were very engaged.” T5
“I thought that the Footsteps program was great and that Chelsea did well. The students were a bit hot as our
session was after lunch, but they seemed to have enjoyed it.” T1

THE CAMPUS WAY
Respect others | Respect yourself | Respect our place | Sitting while eating | Walking on pavers
Keeping out of garden areas | Courtyard/grass area is a quiet play space | No hat, No play
Being a Nude Food Dude and bringing litter free lunch

CANTEEN NEWS
SUSHI TUESDAYS
The Campus Canteen is now offering Sushi Tuesdays. Orders
can be placed using the online Qkr! app. We hope our
students enjoy this refreshing addition to the canteen menu.
Click here to view the Sushi Menu.

PIZZA DAYS
As of Tuesday 29th March 2022, Pizza will only be sold on
Thursday and Friday of each week. This is because our
Canteen Manager, Dave, will be adding pasta bakes and
other special items to Thursday and adding another special
food day for the children. Stay tuned for more details. Pizza
ordering can still be placed online using the Qkr! app. Click
here to view the Pizza Menu.

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The Campus Canteen are seeking enthusiastic and friendly volunteers. If you are interested please
contact us dl.1664.info@schools.sa.edu.au to find out more information.

TIPS FOR COMMUNICATING WITH OUR TEACHING STAFF
If you wish to communicate with your child’s teachers you can use the following options:
•

method provided to you by your child’s teacher at acquaintance night ie SeeSaw, class
Facebook

•

email dl.1664.info@schools.sa.edu.au

•

phone 8270 4222

Thank you for booking parent teacher interviews. If you wish to make an appointment with one of
our Specialist teacher’s please contact us via the Front Office to make a booking via
dl.1664.info@schools.sa.edu.au

THE EASTER COLOURING COMPETITION IS NOW OPEN! Students will be provided with colouring sheets but
please feel free to print from the PDF links in the Skoolbag post if your child would like to enter more than
once. The competition closes at 9am on Monday 11th April 2022, Week 11.
There are 3 groups for the competition.
1.

Rec – Yr 1

2.

Yr 2 – Yr 4

3.

Yr 5 – Yr 6

Conditions of entry:

• Once completed, please return the sheet back to the class teacher along with a gold coin donation.
• Students are welcome to enter as many times as they like, however each entry must have a gold coin donation.
• There will be winners for each group to be chosen by Thiele Staff
• Winning entries will be on display in the Front Office
• Prizes will be chocolate (please note - chocolate will NOT be dairy, gluten or nut free).
• Money raised with the competition will be used for a Harmony Day event.

• Winners will be drawn on Tuesday 12 April 2022
Good luck and happy colouring!

TUNING IN TO WHY MUSIC EDUCATION IS SO IMPORTANT

ENHANCED LITERACY SKILLS
Evidence suggests the area of the brain controlling both musical ability and language comprehension are
closely related. Music education requires students to recognise and repeat pitch, tone or enunciation of words.
Especially in young children, music directly benefits the ability to learn words, speak them correctly, and
process the many new sounds they hear from others.
IMPROVED MEMORY
Music is a vehicle for excellent memory skills. Through catchy melodies and a variety of sounds, music has a way
of “sticking” with us and is a powerful tool for learning. When students learn to read music by sight, play the
proper notes on their instrument and recall lyrics, this benefits the overall memory centre of the brain.
HAND– EYE COORDINATION
Music education promotes improved coordination, specifically hand-eye coordination and dexterity. This
opportunity to grow motor skills is especially significant in younger children. Even a basic introduction to an
instrument, such as hitting a triangle or learning a song on a recorder, can be beneficial.
DEVELOPING STUDY HABITS
When children are exposed to proper music education, they learn powerful study habits. Mastering their
specific musical craft takes a concerted effort, consistent practice and patience. These disciplined habits
translate into other areas of study.
MUSIC HAS NO LANGUAGE BARRIER
Music transcends the limits of language, it’s something that brings people together regardless of ethnicity or
background. Music also transcends academic barriers, all learners can be successful in music. Sometimes,
students who struggle academically will soar in the arts.
SELF ESTEEM
Music education is an important aspect of providing children with a well-rounded education. When allowed to
work in harmony with other subjects and areas of study, music helps children grow in self-esteem, build
essential skills and prepare for bright futures!
This article was recently published by the ASO, and provides a great ‘snapshot’ of why music education is so
beneficial for children. At Campus, our students are privileged to enjoy a wide range of musical experiences as part
of their musical education, which of course also supports their learning in so many other areas…
Ally Cunningham
Campus Performing Arts Coordinator

PALMY
My name is Palmy. I am an orang-utan. I enjoy spending my time with the class who
recycles the most recyclable 10c containers because this supports our school value
of sustainability. Congratulations T14 who collected the most recyclables and won
the opportunity to have Palmy in the classroom for the following two weeks.

MR G-NO-ME
My name is Mr G-no-me. I like to spend my time in the class that takes care in keeping
their yard area clean and tidy. This supports our school value of integrity.
Congratulations T2 who is the class with the cleanest area and has Mr G-no-me for two
weeks.

RUBBISH RAFFLE WINNER
Congratulations Micah from T13 and Chloe from T1 for winning the rubbish raffle. A
big thank you to all students who take the time to pick up rubbish in order to enter
this raffle. The winners receive a canteen voucher.

CANTEEN ONLINE ORDERING
A new canteen menu is now available, view it here. Orders must be placed by 9.15am.
Click here for information on how to order.

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS
Kindness Culture - It starts with you! Congratulations Brody from T1 who won our
Random Act of Kindness award. Your kindness is an asset to our school community.

CAMPUS UNIFORM SHOP
School uniforms can be purchased on site at the Campus Uniform Shop. Please enter
via the Campus Library. Click here for more information.
The second hand uniform shop is open Thursday morning's from 8:45am. The shop is
located next to the Junior Primary Science room in the Heysen Building.

SUN SMART SCHOOL

Hats are compulsory in Terms 1, 3 and 4. All students are required to wear a wide
brimmed or legionnaires hat. Students who do not have a wide brimmed or
legionnaires hat will be required to follow our “No Hat, No Play” policy. If students
are not wearing their hat during recess and lunch they are to sit in the area near the
Coorong building. Hats and beanies are not to be worn in classrooms.

THIELE IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 1

Week 10

Friday 8th April - Assembly
TBC - Parent Teacher Interviews
Monday 11th - Wednesday 13th April - Softball State Carnival
Monday 11th April - Easter/Harmony Day Colouring Competition Closes

Week 11

Tuesday 12th April - Easter/Harmony Day Colouring Competition Winner Drawn
Thursday 14th April - Last Day of Term 1, Early Dismissal 2pm

Friday 15th April - Good Friday Public Holiday

TERM 2

TERM 3

TERM 4

Week 1

Monday 2nd May - Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 3rd May - First Day of Term 2
Thursday 5th and Friday 6th May - Mother’s Day Stall

Week 3

Tuesday 17th May - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council

Week 7

Monday 13th June - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Week 8

Tuesday 21st June - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council

Week 10

Friday 8th July - Last Day of Term 2

Week 1

Monday 25th July - Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 26th July - First Day of Term 3

Week 3

Tuesday 9th August - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council

Week 6

Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September - Father’s Day Stall

Week 7

Friday 9th September - School Closure Day

Week 8

Tuesday 13th September - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council

Week 10

Friday 30th September - Last Day of Term 3

Week 1

Monday 17th October - Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 18th October - First Day of Term 4

Week 3

Tuesday 1st November - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council
Friday 4th November - Campus Sports Day

Week 6

Thursday 24th and Friday 25th November - Christmas Stall

Week 8

Tuesday 6th December - 6:30pm Finance Meeting, 7:00pm Governing Council

Week 9

Friday 16th December - Last Day of Term 4

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
We are seeking new members for our
fundraising committee. If you are
interested in joining the committee please
email dl.1664.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Committee members assist with local
donations, festive stalls and raffle prize
organisation.

CAMPUS PLAY CAFE

HOLIDAY CARE FOR SPIKE

At the moment we are still minimising the
amount of external visitors into our
schools, hence we are continuing to hold
off with Campus Play Café and will review
this at the end of Term 1. Thank you for
your continued understanding.

Spike is our resident lizard who resides in
the Campus Library. We are seeking
expressions of interest from families
interested in caring for Spike over the
holidays. If interested, please contact
James in the Campus Library via
coussinsj@pilgrim.sa.edu.au

PUPIL FREE DAYS
Please be advised of the following Staff
Professional Development days which will
result in Pupil Free Days.
Term 2:- Monday May 2nd PFD
Term 3:- Monday July 25th PFD
Term 4:- Monday 17th October PFD
Please note that there is one additional PFD
to be advised at a later date.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Thiele's Second Hand Uniform Shop is
back open on Thursday morning's from
8:45am. The shop is located next to the
Junior Primary Science room in the Heysen
Building. Cash payments are preferred

CASUAL DAY THIS FRIDAY
Our first event in our 40th Birthday
Celebrations is on Friday where students
are being asked to dress up as who they
would be when they are 40.

22TOO GYMNASTICS
With the huge success of having the 22too
Gymnastics team on Campus last year as part of
our club connect program we are extremely
excited to announce that 22too will be holding
sessions in our Campus Gym commencing in
Term 2 on Wednesday and Thursday after school
3:30-4:30pm.
Wednesdays will be the Year 3 to Year 6
program and Thursdays open to Reception to
Year 2 students.
For further information and to enrol click here
and go to CONTACT US and enrol this will then
put your details into the system and it will come
up with the classes available.
Please note this will be run independently from
the school so all enquiries need to be directed to
22too
either
via
email
or
phone
info@22too.com.au or 0434189037.

